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after, there were, in the conquered  country, several
local principalities.   The invaders did not think of
founding a solid society with an established political
and social institution and, particularly, did not think
of combining into one  nation  with their subjects.
Thus the Roman and Gallic inhabitants of the con-
quered countries  who were for centuries under the
domination of Rome, continued to adopt its language
and civilization.   But the invading  Germanic tribes
alone enjoyed government and authority and formed
for themselves a separate society characterized by rude
and primitive life for generations before it was in-
fluenced by the civilization of Rome and its intellectual
and   social   legacy.   The   conversion of the Franks
to Christianity, in the reign of Clovis, was the greatest
factor in the evolution of these tribes and polishing
their heathen mentality and savage traditions.   Their
establishment afterwards in the conquered land, the
consolidation of their authority and their enjoyment
of prosperity  and  wealth after long adventure, un-
settlement and poverty, and their desire to maintain
an easy, prosperous life, were strong factors in their
military decay, calming down their passion for con-
quest and increasing their desire to colonize.   So the
Germanic tribes which crossed the Rhine, under the
aegis of the Franks and settled in Gaul, developed into
a somewhat homogeneous society in the beginning of
the eighth century. Gaul had not at that time become
France, but the roots of future France were planted
and the birth of the French nation had already its fac-
tors and causes.   But this society notwithstanding its
enjoyment of a sort of settlement and solidity was, at
the time the Arabs had penetrated into France, the
prey of dissolution and was torn by dissension. Acqui-
taine and the rest of the southern France were held by
a number of local princes and leaders who had availed
themselves of the weakness of the central government
to deckre the independence of their provinces and